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ODHE announces 4th cohort of Ohio Reach Postsecondary Designation schools 
Chancellor Mike Duffey awards nine campuses with the designation that supports foster youth 

COLUMBUS, OH, May 12, 2026 – Ohio Department of Higher Education (ODHE) Chancellor 
Mike Duffey today named the latest group of Ohio colleges, universities, and Ohio Technical 
Centers to earn the Ohio Reach Postsecondary Designation for their efforts to support foster 
care-connected students. 

The Ohio Reach Postsecondary Designation is awarded to campuses that have built a strong 
process for identifying and supporting students with experience in foster care, kinship care, or 
other out-of-home placements as they pursue their postsecondary education.  

“Children who have experience in foster care or kinship care deserve every opportunity to reach 
their full potential. For many, the pathway to success includes earning a college degree,” said 
Ohio Governor Mike DeWine. “I commend this year’s Ohio Reach award-winning colleges and 
universities for their work providing these students the support they need to thrive in the 
classroom, complete their education, and build a strong future.” 

Ohio Reach is a network of professionals, advocates, and students across Ohio determined to 
support former foster youth on their education journey. Ohio Reach, administered through the 
Ohio Children’s Alliance, provides resources to institutions of higher education, child welfare 
agencies, and foster care alumni enrolled in higher education to support their academic 
success. 

“Students with experience in foster care thrive when campuses care enough to help them 
navigate their educational journey,” Chancellor Duffey said. “We are thankful each of these 
campuses has committed to these students and their success.” 

The new round of Ohio Reach Postsecondary Designation award winners include: 
• Central State University
• Davis University
• John Carroll University
• Marion Technical College
• Mount St. Joseph University
• Mount Vernon Nazarene University
• The Ohio State University – Lima
• University of Toledo
• Wilberforce University
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With today’s announcement, the total number of Ohio campuses with an active Ohio Reach 
Postsecondary Designation climbs to 61.  
 
This marks the fourth cohort of institutions to earn the designation. The inaugural cohort was 
announced in 2023, with additional winners announced each year since (2024 | 2025). Once an 
institution receives the designation, it automatically retains it over three years before needing to 
reapply. This latest list recognizes institutions in the first cohort that have met the reapplication 
requirements and continue to provide support services to students. 
 
Schools that submitted program data reported identifying a total of 679 foster care-connected 
students; of those students, 515 indicated they plan to continue their education. 
 
Criteria for receiving the Ohio Reach Postsecondary Designation, recommended by the Ohio 
Reach Coalition with input from alumni of care through the Ohio Youth Action Board, include: 

• A designated campus liaison 
• Champions in various campus departments 
• The ability to connect students to resources (basic needs, food, housing) 
• Community-building opportunities for students 
• Targeted outreach to students, and efforts made to identify and support them 
• Expanding the eligibility of on-campus services 
• Staff training on working with alumni of foster care 
• Succession/transition planning 
• Data collection 
• Mentorship 

 
Additional criteria that are recommended, but not required, include year-round housing, career 
counseling, community leadership opportunities, and in-depth tutoring resources. 
 
“Students with foster and kinship care experience succeed when campuses are prepared to 
support them,” said Mark Mecum, CEO of the Ohio Children’s Alliance. “Ohio Reach helps 
make that possible, and it’s encouraging to see nine more institutions commit to this work in 
2026." 
 
The designation takes effect immediately. More information about the Ohio Reach 
Postsecondary Designation and a map of Ohio Reach schools can be found at 
https://highered.ohio.gov/ohio-reach.  
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