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Ohio Reach Postsecondary Designation 
Request for Applications (RFA): Reapplication (Initial 28 Institutions) 

Designation Period: 2026–2029 
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Anticipated Timeline 
The anticipated timeline for this Request for Applications is as follows:  
 

− RFA Issue Date: January 20, 2026  
− Written Question Period: January 20 – February 2, 2026, by 5:00 PM  
− Virtual Overview Conference: January 28, 2026, at 1:00 PM via Zoom  
− Written Responses Posted: February 10, 2026  
− Intent to Apply Deadline: February 17, 2026, by 5:00 PM  
− Application Due Date: February 24, 2026, by 5:00 PM  
− Recommendations to Chancellor: March 20, 2026  
− Projected Award Notification: May 1, 2026  

 

Purpose 
Ohio Reach, in partnership with the Ohio Department of Higher Education (ODHE) 
and the Ohio Children’s Alliance (OCA), invites applications from accredited 
colleges, universities, and Ohio Technical Centers to provide supportive services for 
students with lived experience in foster care, kinship care, or out-of-home 
placement. The Ohio Reach Postsecondary Designation is intended to recognize 
institutions that maintain strong, inclusive, and supportive environments for these 
students. 
 
This Request for Applications (RFA) is specifically intended for the twenty-eight (28) 
institutions initially awarded the Ohio Reach Postsecondary Designation in 2023. 
Institutions seeking renewal for the 2026–2029 designation period must 
demonstrate continued alignment with designation criteria, evidence of sustained 
impact on students, and a commitment to ongoing program growth. 

For the purposes of this RFA, all references to “students” include individuals with 
lived experience in foster care, kinship care, adoption through the child welfare 
system, or other out-of-home placement. 

• Foster Care: Placement in the care of a child welfare agency by a court, 
including residence in a licensed foster home, group home, or supervised 
independent living arrangement. 

• Kinship Care: Placement with relatives or close family friends who assume 
primary caregiving responsibilities when a child cannot remain with their 
biological parents. 

• Adoption: Youth adopted through the child welfare system. 
• Out-of-Home Placement: Any arrangement in which a child or youth is 

removed from their biological parents’ custody and placed under the care of 
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a child welfare system, including foster care, kinship care, group care, 
residential treatment, or supervised independent living. 

Overview Conference 
Ohio Reach will host a Virtual Overview Conference on January 28, 2026, at 1:00 
PM via Zoom. The purpose of this session is to review the requirements of the RFA, 
answer participant questions, and provide clarity on the submission process. 
Attendance is not required, but it is strongly encouraged, as important details 
regarding the designation criteria will be reviewed. 
 
Registration Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/481g8eJ_SHmr4WgonSgUFw  
 
Please note that Ohio Reach and ODHE staff are prohibited from engaging in 
individual discussions with applicants regarding the RFA between the RFA issue 
date and the projected award notification date. 

Written Questions 
Following the Overview Conference, applicants may submit questions in writing to 
OhioReach@ohiochildrensalliance.org. All written questions must be received by 
February 2, 2026, at 5:00 PM with the subject line: Ohio Reach Postsecondary 
Designation – Reapplication Question. Responses to questions will be posted once 
on the Ohio Reach website (ohioreach.org) by February 10, 2026. Questions 
submitted after the deadline will not be answered in order to ensure equal access 
to information. 

Submission Process 
All prospective applicants are required to submit an intent to apply. The intent to 
apply must be received by February 17, 2026, at 5:00 PM and must be emailed to 
Lucy Flowers, Ohio Reach Coordinator, at OhioReach@ohiochildrensalliance.org 
with the subject line: Ohio Reach Postsecondary Designation – Reapplication Intent 
to Apply. The email must include the name, title, email address, and telephone 
number of the institution's primary application contact. This person will be invited to 
create an account in the GoodGrants platform and will receive instructions to 
complete and submit the application on behalf of the institution. If an institution 
intends to submit multiple applications, a separate intent to apply must be 
submitted for each. The Alliance has elected to utilize GoodGrants, a grant portal, 
to manage the Ohio Reach Postsecondary Designation RFA.   

Each application must include a completed narrative, all required attachments, and 
a high-level budget overview outlining anticipated uses of Ohio Reach funds in 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/481g8eJ_SHmr4WgonSgUFw
mailto:OhioReach@ohiochildrensalliance.org
mailto:OhioReach@ohiochildrensalliance.org
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alignment with the allowable expenses described in the Funding and Awards 
section. For the application to be considered, a completed and signed application 
must be submitted through the GoodGrants platform no later than 5:00 PM on 
February 24, 2026. Applicants are responsible for ensuring that their materials are 
submitted on time and should allow for potential technical difficulties. A confirmation 
of submission will be generated by the GoodGrants system. Applications submitted 
by mail, email, or in person will not be accepted. No extensions will be granted, and 
incomplete applications will not be reviewed. 
 
All applications and supporting documents become the property of Ohio Reach and 
will not be returned. Materials may become public information, and applicants are 
discouraged from including confidential or proprietary content. 

Regional Campuses 
Institutions with multiple Ohio locations or regional campuses may choose how to 
apply: 

Option 1 – Separate Applications: Submit a distinct application for each 
campus location that seeks designation. 

Option 2 – Comprehensive Application: Submit one application that clearly 
outlines how designation services will be implemented and coordinated 
across the campuses included in the application. 

Institutions are not required to include all campuses in a single application. Each 
campus included in a comprehensive application must be explicitly addressed in 
the narrative, with clear plans for staffing, services, and data collection. Institutions 
are responsible for ensuring that the chosen approach (separate or comprehensive) 
provides equitable access to Ohio Reach supports for all students. 

Important Note: Institutions that were initially awarded the designation separately in 
2023 may elect to submit a combined comprehensive application for renewal, 
provided the application clearly demonstrates how services will be coordinated and 
sustained across all campuses. 

Before completing the application, institutions should review the following 
information regarding available funding and allowable uses of funds. 

Funding and Awards 
Following the review and selection process, institutions awarded renewal of the 
Ohio Reach Postsecondary Designation will receive funding to support program 
expenses for the 2026–2029 designation period. Awards are expected to range 
from $1,000 to $3,000, depending on application quality, alignment with selection 
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criteria, and available funding. Awards will support the full designation period of 
2026–2029.   

As part of the application, each institution must submit a high-level budget overview 
outlining anticipated uses of Ohio Reach funds during the 2026–2029 designation 
period. The budget should reflect allowable expenses listed below and include a 
brief explanation of how each category will support the goals of the designation and 
build upon previous Ohio Reach efforts. 

Funds may be used to implement and strengthen Ohio Reach program activities, 
including student supports, mentoring, outreach, training, or related program 
materials, as long as expenditures comply with relevant state laws and institutional 
policies.  

Funds may not be used to cover staff or personnel salaries or benefits. 

Allowable Expenses May Include: 
• Incentives: Gas cards, grocery cards, or small gifts as incentives for students 

attending events or campus activities. 
• Tutoring: Costs associated with providing or expanding tutoring services for 

students. 
• Social Events: Activities such as pizza parties, bowling nights, picnics, or 

campus engagement events that build community. 
• Essential Needs: Additional assistance for students needing groceries, 

transportation, or help with school-related fees. 
• Learning Opportunities: Lunch and learn sessions, professional development 

events, career counseling, or social/emotional wellness classes. 
• Gifts or Care Packages: Care packages or student recognition gifts 

distributed at the beginning or end of each semester. 
• Mentorship Program: Expenses necessary to establish or maintain a student 

mentorship program, including supplies, meeting costs, or small incentives. 

At the conclusion of the award period, institutions will be required to submit a final 
budget report summarizing expenditures and their impact on students and campus 
initiatives. Additional instructions for award disbursement and reporting will be 
included in the award letter. 

Evaluation and Considerations 
This RFA does not constitute an offer. Acceptance of an application for review does 
not commit Ohio Reach to making an award, nor is Ohio Reach responsible for 
costs incurred in preparing applications. The Ohio Reach Designation Advisory 
Committee reserves the right to make multiple awards, a single award, or no 
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awards. Final awards will be subject to negotiation, compliance with applicable 
funding requirements, and approval by the Chancellor of ODHE. 
 
Applications must comply fully with the requirements outlined in this RFA. Failure to 
do so may result in the application being deemed non-responsive. 

Fairness and Review Process 
All applications will be reviewed by the Ohio Reach Designation Advisory 
Committee using a standardized scoring rubric and a consistent evaluation 
process. Each application will be independently reviewed by multiple committee 
members to ensure fairness, transparency, and equity in scoring. 
Recommendations for award funding will be based on demonstrated alignment with 
designation criteria, strength of narrative responses, and compliance with the 
requirements of this RFA, subject to available funding. 

Application Criteria 
Applicants must provide a comprehensive response to each of the following eleven 
(11) criteria, focusing on evidence of past performance as well as plans for 
continued implementation. Reminder: Institutions with multiple campuses must 
follow the Regional Campuses guidance. Each campus must either be addressed 
through a comprehensive application covering all sites or through separate 
applications submitted individually. You may use the Ohio Reach Campus Support 
Program Guide for reference to best practices in meeting the criteria. 
 
1. Designated Campus Liaison: Identify the institution’s designated Campus 
Liaison, including name, title, department, and contact information. Describe how 
the Liaison has connected students to resources and maintained a referral system. 
 
2. Campus Champions: Identify champions in three campus departments, 
providing names, titles, and contact information, and, when applicable, summarize 
their past contributions. 
 
3. Referral System and Resource Guide: Provide the status of the institution’s 
resource guide, describe updates made since the last designation, and explain how 
the referral system will be maintained moving forward. 
 
4. Community Building: Summarize past community-building activities (such as 
social gatherings, study groups, or workshops) and provide a plan for continued 
programming during 2026–2029. 
 
5. Targeted Outreach: Explain how the Ohio Reach designation has been used to 
increase engagement with students, providing specific examples where possible, 
and describe updated strategies for outreach and marketing.  
 

https://www.ohiochildrensalliance.org/_files/ugd/82ba10_f0584a1418d24f42957c4befa7fcfd22.pdf
https://www.ohiochildrensalliance.org/_files/ugd/82ba10_f0584a1418d24f42957c4befa7fcfd22.pdf
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As part of this criterion, applicants must attest to using a standardized outreach 
practice focused on early identification.  

Applicants must attest that they have added, or will add, the following optional self-
identification question to an admissions application, enrollment form, or institutional 
survey for the purpose of identifying and engaging students with lived experience in 
foster care, kinship care, or out-of-home placement.  

If the institution already collects this information through an existing campus 
process, it may describe the current collection method and attest that the Ohio 
Reach self-identification question and response options are included. 

Ohio Reach Self-Identification Question: 
Have you ever experienced foster care, kinship care, or out-of-home 
placement at any point in your life? 
☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ Prefer not to answer 

If so, there may be resources and supports available to you through 
[Institution Name]’s Ohio Reach program. 

Definition: 
Foster care, kinship care, or out-of-home placement refers to any situation in 
which a child or youth was cared for by someone other than their biological 
parents due to safety, legal, or family circumstances. This may include 
placement with a foster family, a relative or family friend (kinship care), a 
group home, or another residential setting. 

Applicants must attest that information collected through this question will be used 
solely to support targeted outreach and connect identified students to Ohio Reach 
resources and services. 

6. Access to On-Campus Services: Report on changes or expansions in student 
access to on-campus services (e.g., tutoring, counseling, and career services), 
describe how access will be sustained or improved, and outline actions taken 
during the previous designation cycle to expand or enhance these services. 

 
7. Training Attendance Commitment: Outline past compliance and attest that the 
Campus Liaison will continue to attend at least one virtual Ohio Reach training per 
quarter (four annually). 
 
8. Transition Plan: Provide details on how the institution will ensure continuity of 
services in the event of Liaison or Champion transitions. 
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9. Data Collection Compliance and Reporting: Please explain how you have 
collected and used data in the previous award cycle. Student outcomes data helps 
Ohio Reach and ODHE understand whether students with foster care, kinship care, 
or adoption experience are staying enrolled, completing their degrees, or leaving 
higher education. Institutions are asked to report this information consistently each 
semester to help identify trends, challenges, and successes across Ohio. By 
participating in the Ohio Reach Network, reapplying institutions attest to maintain 
accurate records and submit data as required.  
 
Institutions are required to submit a roster each semester in Monday.com with non-
identifying student information (e.g., initials or student number, plus date of birth). 
Each roster must include the following fields: 
 

a. Roster of students served/registered – list of all students identified through 
Ohio Reach at your college or trade/technical center. 
 

b. Student outcomes – indicate for each student whether the student (a) 
graduated, (b) withdrew/dropped out, or (c) reported plans to continue 
enrollment into the next consecutive semester (if known). This field captures 
a student’s intent to enroll and is not a confirmed measure of retention. Ohio 
Reach will cross-check the following semester’s roster to verify whether 
students who reported plans to continue actually re-enrolled.  
 

c. Student demographics – include non-identifying demographic data such as 
age, race/ethnicity, and gender identity, as available. 
 

d. GPA for registered students – include each student’s cumulative GPA at 
the close of the reporting term. 
 

e. Roster of students accessing campus or community resources – indicate 
which resources each student is utilizing, if any (e.g., liaison check-ins, 
tutoring, career counseling, lunch and learn sessions, food, housing, or 
mental health referrals). It is particularly important to capture the resources 
and supports students are using at your college or trade/technical center, as 
this information helps Ohio Reach and ODHE understand both student 
needs and program impact. 

 
All required data will be entered and submitted through the Monday.com platform. 
Institutions will receive detailed instructions and training on how to use 
Monday.com as part of the welcome and onboarding process. The Ohio Reach 
Data Collection Tool will also be provided within Monday.com, with a sample 
template included below for reference only. 

 
Ohio Reach Data Collection Tool   

https://ohiochildrensalliance.sharepoint.com/:x:/s/OCA/EXB7ZJ9q0ilDuhYIiJoPJqQBOzlEoHwUN2mbIjlX5BnPNw?e=oVsdOJ
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Data Due Dates Calendar  

• Spring 2026 data due: Friday, July 3, 2026  
• Fall 2026 data due: Friday, February 5, 2027  
• Spring 2027 data due: Friday, July 2, 2027  
• Fall 2027 data due: Friday, February 4, 2028  
• Spring 2028 data due: Friday, June 30, 2028  
• Fall 2028 data due: Friday, February 2, 2029  
• Spring 2029 data due: Friday, July 6, 2029  
• Fall 2029 data due: Friday, February 8, 2030  

 
10. Mentorship Program: Summarize past mentorship (peer mentorship, group 
mentorship, or structured check-ins with staff or faculty) efforts and describe how 
the program will evolve during 2026–2029. 
 
11. Use of Previous Ohio Reach Funds & Budget Alignment:  
A. Past Use of Funds 
Institutions reapplying for designation and continued award funding must describe 
how their most recent Ohio Reach award was utilized and how those efforts will 
inform their plans for the 2026–2029 designation period. This section allows the 
review committee to understand how funds were used to support program goals, 
student outcomes, and future program development. Please include the following 
details: 
 

• The total amount of your institution’s previous Ohio Reach award. 
• A summary of how funds were spent in key areas such as: 

 Student stipends (e.g., for Ohio Reach student mentors or 
ambassadors) 

 Student support or incentives (e.g., gas or grocery cards, 
transportation, or emergency needs) 

 Program supplies or materials (e.g., outreach materials, printing, or 
technology) 

 Campus events or engagement activities (e.g., tutoring, lunch and 
learn sessions, career counseling, or social events) 

 Other allowable expenditures that supported Ohio Reach program 
implementation. 

• The impact of these expenditures on students and/or campus efforts. 
• Any lessons learned or adjustments made as a result of using the funds. 

Note: Funds may not be used to cover staff or personnel salaries or benefits. Refer 
to the Allowable Expenses listed in the Funding and Awards section for guidance 
on eligible cost categories. 

B. Future Use and Budget Alignment 
Applicants must also provide a high-level budget overview for the 2026–2029 
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designation period. The overview should outline how the awarded $1,000 to $3,000 
of Ohio Reach funds will be used to:  

• Sustain or expand existing efforts, 
• Align with allowable expense categories listed in the Funding and Awards 

section, and 
• Support ongoing program goals and student success during the new 

designation period. 
 
Optional Criteria (Strongly Encouraged) 
Institutions may also update information on: 

• Year-round housing 
• Career counseling 
• Cohort structures 
• Expanded tutoring 
• Leadership opportunities 
• Life Skills Programming 
• Transition services before and after college 

Evaluation Rubric 
Applications will be evaluated by the Ohio Reach Designation Advisory Committee 
according to the rubric below. A total of 100 points is available, with 
recommendations determined based on overall scores. Note for Reviewers: If an 
applicant has multiple campuses, confirm that either (a) a comprehensive plan 
clearly addresses all sites, or (b) separate applications have been submitted. 
Applications that do not address all campuses appropriately may be considered 
incomplete. 
 
- 90–100 points: Recommend for designation 
- 75–89 points: Recommend with minor clarification 
- 60–74 points: Conditional designation; major gaps 
- Below 60 points: Do not recommend 
 

Criterion Max Points What Reviewers Look For 
Designated Campus Liaison 10 Identified liaison with contact 

information and role, 
evidence of past 
effectiveness 

Campus Champions 5 At least three champions 
identified with departments 
and contributions 

Referral System & Resource 10 Updated resource guide and 
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Guide plan for maintaining 
connections 

Community Building 10 Evidence of past activities 
and plan for continued 
programming 

Targeted Outreach 10 Specific examples of past 
outreach and updated 
strategies, including 
attestation to implementing 
the Ohio Reach foster care 
self-identification question 
and describing how the 
information is used for 
outreach and connection to 
supports 

Access to On-Campus 
Services 

10 Clear description of 
changes/expansions to 
services 

Training Commitment 10 Past compliance outlined 
and attestation of liaison 
attendance at four trainings 
annually 

Transition Plan 5 Strategy to ensure continuity 
during transitions 

Data Collection Compliance 10 Evidence of past compliance 
and plan/attestation for 
future reporting 

Mentorship Program 10 Summary of past mentorship 
and proposed future 
direction 

Use of Previous Ohio Reach 
Funds & Budget Alignment 

10 Summary of how previous 
funds were used to support 
students and program goals 
(5 pts); high-level budget 
overview for the 2026–2029 
designation period showing 
alignment with allowable 
expenses and planned 
activities (5 pts). Scored 
together for a total of 10 
points. 

Total 100  

Final award amounts will be determined based on overall application scores, 
alignment with designation goals, and available funding. 
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President or Provost Signature 
Applications must be signed by the institution’s President or Provost. No 
exceptions will be made. 

President/Provost Name: ________________________ 
Signature: ________________________ 
Date: ________________________ 
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